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The deep complexity of the relationship between creator, son, spirit is offered to us
on Trinity Sunday, along with invitation that we have a part to play in the
unfolding.

Introduction

John 16:12–15

“I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the
Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his
own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He
will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known
to you. All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will
receive from me what he will make known to you.”

Text

Conflict draws us into complexity. Initially it may appear that there are simple
steps we can take to resolve tension. Invariably, however, as we dive into conflict
we encounter complexity. This is a bit like diving into the mystery of the Trinity. 

The passage this week from John’s Gospel opens up the mystery of the Trinity.
What may first appear as a straightforward relationship between creator, son and
spirit is revealed as layered, nuanced levels of depth which ultimately bind us in to
the holy mystery of faith. Here’s my reading of John 16:12–15:

“The world is complex. You’re not alone on the journey. Listen out for the truth
you hear from surprising sources. Trust that the truth will unfold as it should. Your
role is to listen, to trust, and to join in with the unfolding.”  

There is a painting in Iona Abbey called ‘Trinity – After Rublev, Iona.’ This piece
takes its inspiration from the original celtic trinity symbol can be a useful image for

Comment

https://www.artway.eu/content.php?id=730&%3ERublev%20Holy%20Trinity%20icon%3C/a%3E,%20where%20three%20divine%20beings%20(angels,%20and/or%20the%20three%20persons%20of%20the%20trinity)%20sit%20in%20relationship%20with%20one%20another,%20drawing%20us%20the%20viewer%20in%20to%20the%20fourth%20open%20space%20at%20the%20table.%20Artist%20and%20Iona%20Community%20Member%20Meg%20Wroe%20says%20of%20her%20painting:%20%E2%80%98it%20was%20inspired%20by%20a%20week%20on%20the%20Isle%20of%20Iona,%20where%20three%20members%20of%20the%20group%20that%20week%20agreed%20to%20be%20my%20%E2%80%98angels%E2%80%99%20%E2%80%93%20Dora,%20a%20volunteer%20from%20Uganda,%20Inderjit,%20Methodist%20Minister%20from%20Sheffield%20and%20Maia,%20student%20from%20Glasgow.%20I%20painted%20this%20for%20Iona%20Abbey,%20where%20pilgrims%20come%20from%20all%20over%20the%20world.%20I%20wanted%20people%20of%20black%20and%20ethnic%20minorities%20to%20feel%20welcome.%E2%80%99%3C/p%3E%3Cp%20%3E%C2%A0%3C/p%3E%3Cp%20%3EThis%E2%80%98after%20Rublev%E2%80%99%20painting,%20and%20today%E2%80%99s%20passage%20from%20John%E2%80%99s%20gospel%20speak%20to%20my%20understanding%20of%20the%20ministry%20of%20reconciliation%20in%20two%20ways:%3C/p%3E%3Cp%20%3E%C2%A0%3C/p%3E%3Cp%20%3EFirstly,%20the%20Trinity%20is%20about%20relationship.%20%3C/p%3E%3Cp%20%3EThe%20intimate%20relationship%20between%20creator,%20son%20and%20spirit%20extends%20to%20include%20us.%20If%20we%20ever%20were,%20we%20are%20no%20longer%20bystanders,%20observers,%20spectators:%20confined%20to%20watching%20from%20the%20outside.%20We%20are%20radically%20drawn%20in%20to%20the%20centre%20of%20this%20mysterious,complex%20divine%20relationship.%20In%20so%20doing,%20we%20are%20engaging%20in%20the%20deep%20unfolding%20of%20the%20mystery%20and%20complexity%20of%20faith.%20%3C/p%3E%3Cp%20%3E%C2%A0%3C/p%3E%3Cp%20%3EAs%20we%20navigate%20change,%20conflict%20and%20difference,%20we%20enter%20deeply%20into%20the%20complexity%20of%20relationship.%20It%20can%20be%20hard%20to%20maintain%20perspective%20when%20we%E2%80%99re%20drawn%20into%20difficult%20or%20conflicted%20conversations,%20whether%20as%20participant%20or%20observer.Quickly%20we%20can%20become%20convinced%20that%20ours%20is%20the%20only%20way,%20ours%20the%20one%20true%20perspective.%20Here%20we%20are%20reminded%20that%20our%20primary%20job%20when%20faced%20with%20difference%20is%20to%20listen,%20and%20to%20listen%20deeply%20and%20actively.%20This%20means%20that%20in%20hearing%20the%20profound%20truth%20of%20the%20other%20we%20are%20open%20to%20being%20changed%20ourselves.Active%20listening%20works%20at%20a%20macro%20and%20at%20a%20micro%20level.%20Whether%20around%20a%20kitchen%20table%20squabble,%20or%20in%20peace%20negotiations%20in%20Jerusalem%20or%20Juba,%20Kyiv%20or%20Moscow,the%20same%20deep,%20active%20listening%20will%20be%20at%20the%20heart%20of%20long%E2%80%93term%20reconciliation.%3C/p%3E%3Cp%20%3ESecondly,%20the%20Trinity%20is%20about%20movement.%20%3C/p%3E%3Cp%20%3E%C2%A0%3C/p%3E%3Cp%20%3EThe%20%3Ca%20href=
https://megwroe.com/#/new-gallery/


noticing the dynamic movement in the relationship between the three persons of
the trinity. What is often understood as a hierarchy of Father, Son and Holy Spirit
is represented here by a more fluid, flowing relationship of equals: each distinct, yet
at the same time merging one with the other in a dynamic, ever–fluid movement.
The emphasis here is on power–with rather than power–over.

In the context of conflict transformation it can be useful to notice the power
dynamics at play. Who has power over whom? What appetite is there for the
sharing of power, of moving from ‘power–over’ towards ‘power–with’? How much
openness is there to being changed by the other, to regarding the space between us
as opportunity for growth more than threat?

The image of the Trinity painted in words by gospel–writers, and in icon and image
by Rublev, Wroe and others, draw for us the possibility that we are called to a life
rooted in relationship, where otherness is welcomed, fluidity is assumed, and
equality is foundational.

Consider a difficult conversation that is ahead of you. In advance, practice the art
of listening without judging. Notice that you are not a bystander, but a participant.
How does this change your perspective?

As you go about your day, consider the spaces between people and imagine the flow
of energy that connects and binds you. What colour is this energy? What does it feel
or look like? How would you describe it? Consider how noticing this energy affects
your relationship with others.

Response

Holy God, God in community
Trinity of peace, 
we thank you for the gifts
of unfolding mystery deep relationship and 
energy greater than all that is.

In and through the hard times, 
the times of war and waiting,
the times of uncertainty and conflict, 
bathe us in these gifts.

This we pray in the name of
One–God in community, 
creator, son and spirit. 
Amen.

Prayer

Ruth Burgess, Trinity: Prayers and Resources for Trinity Sunday Wild Goose
Publications.
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